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Figure 2. Fllack wattle loliage. I'~Dlo s s.,a,¡,.
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Sp('('ies desC'ription and natural distribution

Black wattlc (A mearnsii) is typically a large shrub or srnall tree and grows
6 - 20 m in height. Of the c. 950 acacia species naturally occuning in Australia, it is Orle
af only 81 tt'lat have adult bipinnate foliage Of the c. 950 acacia species naturally
occuning in Australia, it is one of only 81 that have adult bipinnate foliage (Ptlillip Kodela
Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney pers. comnl. 2000). Ofter described as short-lived
(15-20 yea.rs). black wattle tlas been reported to live more than 40 years on
favourable sites.

Natural stand s of black wattle are found only in south-eastern Australiét AlttlOUgh
once cornmon and widespread, its distribution has been signincantly reduced by
land clearing for agriculture and urban developrnent. Records place its most
northerly occurrence west of Sydney NSW; mast southerly, south of Hobart
Tasmania; and most westerly, northwest of Mt Gambier SOUtt1Australia (Figure 3).
Black wattle is found at altitudes from just above sea level at several coastal
locations. to 1 070 m near Cooma NSW. Climatically black wattle has the potential
to grow sllc,cessfully in Australia outside its area of natural occurrence; for example,
in south·west Western Australia and parts of Queensla.nd (Trevor Booth CSIRO
Forestry ancl Forest Products pers. comrn 1998).

Black wattl8 t1as been widely planted overseas- an estimated 500 000 ha. of
plantation llave been establishecl in countnes suCtl as Brazil, China, India Indonesia,
Kenya, South Aftica, Sri Lanka and Zírnbabwe (Tumbull et al. 1998'J.

This tempemte acacia is a native hardwood that can provide a very wide range of
high quality wood products: frorn woodchip for papel' and rayon, to fuelwood,
charcoal. composite boards, posts and sawn timber for furniture, parquet floorinq
and lininq boards.

This woody legulne is widely cultivated overseas because it is adaptable, easy to
propaqate élnd useful as a short-rotation, nitrogen-fixing, Illultipurposf' tree. Black
wattle has the potential to grow in nlonocultures or specias mlxtures tu produce
many (jjffprent environrnental benefits and products withln a rotatlon.

Black WattlE~----...-e ~ __o
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